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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for configuring an electronic program guide 
controller, the electronic program guide controller capable of generating for display on a display 
device a-an electronic program guide grid pattern containing program cells having associated 
program lengths, the grid including one or more rows and a plurality of columns, wherein coch 
row corresponds to a program chann el, e a ch c o lum n r e pr e sents a pr e d e fin e d p e r i od of t i me, 

the method comprising the steps of : 

receiving instructions of a user at an electronic program guide controller, the electronic 
program guide controller capable of being configured in at least two time shift modes, the 
received instructions for selecting one of the at least two time shift modes and each of the at 
least two time shift modes specifying how a time focus is shifted on the electronic program 
guide grid pattern in response to shift instructions ; and 

configuring the electronic program guide controller in one of the at least two time shift 
modes responsive to the received instructions. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least two time shift modes 
include at least two time shift modes selected from a group of time shift modes consisting of a 
column time shift mode, a program cell time shift mode, and a user defined time period shift 
mode. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein one of the at least two 
time shift modes is a column time shift mode and wherein the method further comprises-fche 

receiving the shift instructions; and 

shifting the grid pattern time focus column by column responsive to the shift instructions 
when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the column time shift mode. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein one of the at least two 
time shift modes is a program cell time shift mode and wherein the method further comprises 
the step of : 

receiving the shift instructions; and 

shifting the grid pattern time focus program cell by program cell responsive to the shift 
instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the program cell time 
shift mode. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein one of the at least two 
time shift modes is a user defined time period shift mode, the received instructions are further 
for configuring a user defined time period for the user defined time period shift mode, and the 
method further comprises the step of : 



receiving a the shift instructions; and 

shifting the grid pattern time focus by the user defined time period responsive to the 
shift instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the user defined 
time period shift mode. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system for configuring an electronic program guide 
controller, the electronic program guide controller capable of generating for display on a display 
device a grid pattern containing program cells having associated program lengths, the grid 
including one or more rows and a plurality of columns, wh e re i n each row corresponds to a 
program channe l , each co lu mn represents a predefin e d p e riod of time, and program c e l l s with 
l engths exceeding the predef i ned period of time span mu l tiple columns, the system comprising: 

a device mcans for configuring an electronic program guide controller capable of being 
configured in at least two time shift modes responsive to a configuration signal , each of the at 
least two time shift modes specifying how a time focus is shifted on the electronic program 
guide grid pattern in response to shift instructions : and 

a device mcans for generating the configuration signal responsive to ttser received 
instructions to select one of the at least two time shift modes. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein one of the at least two time 
shift modes is a column time shift mode and wherein the system further comprises: 

a device means for receiving the shift instructions; and 

a device mcans for shifting the grid pattern time focus column by column responsive to 
the shift instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the column 
time shift mode. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein one of the at least two time 
shift modes is a program cell time shift mode and wherein the system further comprises: 

a device mcans for receiving the shift instructions; and 

a device mcans for shifting the grid pattern time focus program cell by program cell 
responsive to the shift instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in 
the program cell time shift mode. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein one of the at least two time 
shift modes is a user defined time period shift mode, the received instructions are further for 
configuring a user defined time period for the user defined time shift mode, and the system 
further comprises: 

a device mcans for receiving athe shift instructions; and 

a device mcans for shifting the grid pattern time focus by the user defined time period 
responsive to the shift instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in 
the user defined time period shift mode. 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium including software that is 
configured to control a general purpose computer to implement a method for configuring an 
electronic program guide controller, the electronic program guide controller capable of 
generating for display on a display device a grid pattern containing program cells having 
associated lengths, the grid including one or more rows and a plurality of columns, wher ei n 
eaeh row corr e sponds to o program channel, each column rep re se nt s a pre defin e d per i od of 
t i me, and program ce l ls with lengths exceed i ng the pred e f ined p er i od of time span multip l e 
columns, the method comprising th e st eps of : 
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receiving instructions of a user at an electronic program guide controller, the electronic 
program guide controller capable of being configured in at least two time shift modes, the 
received instructions for selecting one of the at least two time shift modes and each of the at 
least two time shift modes specifying how a time focus is shifted on the electronic program 
guide grid pattern in response to shift instructions ; and 

configuring the electronic program guide controller in one of the at least two time shift 
modes responsive to the received instructions. 

11. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 10, wherein one 
of the at least two time shift modes is a column time shift mode and wherein the software 
implemented method further comprises t h e ste p of : 

Receiving the shift instructions; and 

shifting the grid pattern time focus column by column responsive to the shift instructions 
when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the column time shift mode. 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 10, wherein one 
of the at least two time shift modes is a program cell time shift mode and wherein the software 
implemented method further comprises the stop of : 

receiving the shift instructions; and 

shifting the grid pattern time focus program cell by program cell responsive to the shift 
instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the program cell time 
shift mode. 

13. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 10, wherein one 
of the at least two time shift modes is a user defined time period shift mode, the received 
instructions are further for configuring a user defined time period for the user defined time 
period shift mode, and the software implemented method further comprises the step of : 

receiving a the shift instructions; and 
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shifting the grid pattern time focus by the user defined time period responsive to the 
shift instructions when the electronic program guide controller is configured in the user defined 
time shift mode. 

14. (Currently Amended) An electronic program guide apparatus capable of receiving 
an electronic program guide signal and generating for display on a display device a grid pattern 
containing program cells having associated program lengths from the electronic program guide 
signal, the grid including one or more rows and a plurality of columns, where i n each row 
e&fre spon d s to a p ro gram channe l , each column represents a predefined period of time, and 
program cel l s having a l ength that e xceeds the predef i n e d period of time span mu l t i p le 
ee+ufflfjs^-the electronic program guide apparatus contro ll cr comprising: 

a controller that receives instructions of a user to select one of at least two time shift 
modes, the controller configured to receive the electronic program guide signal, to generate the 
grid pattern from the electronic program guide signal, and to shift the grid pattern time focus 
responsive to ttse^shift instructions in accordance with the selected one of the at least two time 
shift modes and each of th e at least two time shift modes specifying how the time focus is 
shifted on the electroni c program guide arid pattern in response to the shift instructions : and 

an on-screen display processor coupled between the controller and the display device, 
the on-screen display processor being configured to provide the generated grid pattern as a 
video signal to the display device. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising : 

a transport decoder coupled to the controller, the transport decoder configured to receive 
the electronic program guide and pass the received electronic program guide to the controller. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 

a display device coupled to the on-screen display processor configured to display the 
video signal. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the at least two time shift modes 
include at least two time shift modes selected from a group of time shift modes consisting of a 
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column time shift mode, a program cell time shift mode, and a user defined time period shift 
mode. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein one of the at least two time shift 
modes is a column time shift mode in which the grid pattern time focus is shifted column by 
column responsive to the shift instructions when the column time shift mode is selected. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein one of the at least two time shift 
modes is a program cell time shift mode in which the grid pattern time focus is shifted program 
cell by program cell responsive to the shift instructions when the program cell time shift mode 
is selected. 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein one of the at least two 
time shift modes is a user defined time period shift mode, the controller further receives 
instructions to configure a user defined time period for the user defined time period shift mode, 
and the grid pattern time focus is shifted by the user defined time period responsive to the shift 
instructions when the user defined time period shift mode is selected. 

21. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein each row corresponds to a program 
channel, each column represents a defined period of time, and program cells with lengths 
exceeding the predefined period of time span multiple columns. 

22. (New) The computer readable medium of claim 10, wherein the computer 
readable medium is a computer-readable storage medium. 
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